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Regular Session, 1999

HOUSE BILL NO. 1877

BY REPRESENTATIVE LEBLANC

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 24:522(B) and (G) and to enact Part I-A of

Chapter 2 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

comprised of R.S. 13:81 through 85, and R.S. 24:522(J), relative to

judicial budget and performance accountability; to provide for the

strategic planning process of the supreme court, appellate courts,

district courts, and other courts; to provide for performance information

provisions relative to the several courts; to provide for performance

information reporting; to provide relative to certain budgetary

requirements; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1.   Part I-A of Chapter 2 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 13:81 through 85, is hereby enacted

to read as follows:

PART I-A  JUDICIAL BUDGET  AND PERFORMANCE

ACCOUNTABILITY

§81.  Short title; legislative intent

A.  This Subpart may be cited as the "Judicial Budget and

Performance Accountability Act".
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B.(1)  It is the intent of this law to encourage the judiciary to

develop, implement, and maintain a budget and performance

accountability system for those entities under the authority of the

Judicial Budgetary Control Board.  This system is intended to be based

on ongoing strategic planning, the development of a management

information system containing standard data elements and indicators,

performance budgeting, performance reporting, and performance

auditing.

(2)  The legislature acknowledges that the development and

implementation of the budget and performance accountability system

is the responsibility of the judicial system acting under the supervisory

and administrative authority of the supreme court.  The legislature

recognizes that the development of such a system will require the

cooperation of elected judges, most of whose operating funding is

provided by local governments.  The legislature also recognizes that the

development of such a system will require the cooperation of other

elected officials, such as clerks of court and other judicial branch

officers, who are not under the direct supervisory and administrative

control of the supreme court and judicial system.  Because of these

complexities affecting the judicial branch, the legislature acknowledges

that  the development of the system will require time and good faith on

the part of all parties.  The legislature pledges its cooperation in

assisting the supreme court to develop, implement, and maintain the

budget and performance accountability system.

§82.  Strategic planning

A.  The Judicial Budgetary Control Board or a judicial body to

be designated by the supreme court shall develop on behalf of each
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level of court a strategic plan to be used as a guide to the ongoing and

proposed activities of the judiciary for the next five years and as a basic

framework for the annual judicial appropriation bill.

B.  The initial strategic plan shall be completed no later than

December 31, 1999, and shall contain information relevant to the

following levels of court:  the supreme court, the intermediate courts of

appeal, and the district courts, including the family and juvenile courts.

Thereafter, the strategic plan for the judiciary shall be revised and

updated at least every three years and shall include information relevant

to the supreme court, the intermediate appellate courts, the district

courts, and the parish and city courts.  The strategic plan shall, at a

minimum, contain the following for each level of court:

(1)  A mission statement.

(2)  A statement of goals and objectives.

(3)  A statement of each strategy that shall be used to attain each

goal and objective.

(4)  An identification of the potential external factors which are

beyond the control of the judiciary and which could significantly affect

the judiciary's attainment of its goals and objectives.

(5)  Performance indicators for each objective which, to the

extent possible, shall include indicators of input, output, outcome, and

efficiency.

§83.  Judicial appropriation bill; operational plans

A.  The Judicial Budgetary Control Board shall refer to the

judiciary's strategic plan for each level of court in the development of

the judicial appropriation bill and its accompanying operational plan.

B.  The judicial appropriation bill shall, at a minimum, contain:
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(1)  A line-item amount of funds requested for each component

of the judiciary within each level of court requesting appropriated

funds.

(2)  A program description of each level of court and any other

judicial entities identified by the Judicial Budgetary Control Board in

its annual operating plan.

C.  The Judicial Budgetary Control Board shall submit, together

with the judicial appropriation bill as provided in R.S. 39:51(D), an

operational plan which shall, to the maximum extent practicable, be

consistent with the judiciary's strategic plan.

D.  The operational plan shall include a current statement of the

missions, goals, objectives, and performance indicators for each level

of court.  Additionally, the plan shall contain, at a minimum:

(1)  A description of every new judicial program for which

appropriated funds are requested.

(2)  A description of every existing program requesting an

increase greater than fifty percent of appropriated funds over the prior

year's appropriation.

§84.  Judicial performance program; reporting

A.  The supreme court shall direct its judicial administrator to

develop a performance accountability program and provide for regular

reporting to the people of Louisiana.

B.  The accountability program shall be comprised of the

following information which will be presented in an annual report, as

provided by Subsection C of this Section:

(1)  A brief description of the strategies being pursued by  courts

to improve their performance based on the strategic plan.
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(2)  A detailed analysis of the supreme court's progress in

creating a data-gathering system that will provide additional measures

of performance.

(3)  A description of the uniform reporting standards that will be

used to guide the development of the data-gathering system.

(4)  An analysis of the barriers confronted by the courts in

establishing the data-gathering system.

C.  Annually, the judicial administrator shall present a  report

on the accountability program entitled "The State of Judicial

Performance in Louisiana" to the supreme court and the people of

Louisiana.  A copy of the report shall be made available to the

governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

president of the Senate and a reasonable number of copies shall be

provided for public distribution.

§85.  Judicial performance program auditing

A.  The judicial administrator shall be responsible for the

execution of periodic performance audits of judicial programs for the

various courts; however, at least one performance audit of a judicial

program shall be performed each year.  Such performance audits shall

be conducted in accordance with accepted performance auditing

principles and practices by an entity  to be selected by the supreme

court.

B.  Performance audit reports shall be submitted to the supreme

court for their review.  A copy of each audit shall be made available to

the governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

president of the Senate and a reasonable number of copies shall be

available for public distribution.
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Section 2.   R.S. 24:522(B) and (G) are hereby amended and reenacted

and R.S. 24:522(J) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§522.  Louisiana Performance Audit Program

*          *          *

B.  For purposes of this program, "state agency" means any state

agency, office, department, board, commission, institution, division,

committee, program, or legal entity, heretofore existing or hereafter

created within the legislative or executive or judicial branch of state

government, including an institution of higher education, but does not

include any agency, governing body, or officer of any local government

or political subdivision of the state.

*          *          *

G.  The annual audits of the legislative branch of state

government shall include performance audit issues consistent with the

legislative auditor's audits of the executive and judicial branches branch

of state government.

*          *          *

J.  All provisions relating to judicial strategic planning,

performance budgeting, the judicial appropriation bill, and judicial

performance reporting and auditing shall be strictly governed by the

provisions of Part I-A of Chapter 2 of Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 13:81 through 85, hereinafter

known as the "Judicial Budget and Performance Accountability Act".

Section 3.  All laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed.

Section 4.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the

governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills

to become law without signature by the governor, as provided in Article III,
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Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If vetoed by the governor and

subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on

the day following such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  


